THE patient a male aged 51. Twenty-five years ago he contracted syphilis for which he took mercurial pills for eighteen months. He remained well until about six months ago when a sore or ulcer developed on the mucous membrane of the left cheek. Some teeth were then extracted and after this there was rapid destruction of the left cheek. He states that at this period-about four months ago-he received five injections of -neosalvarsan, which at first caused an arrest of the destructive process, but that, later, in spite of the continued use of the remedy, the ulceration again became active. On January 16 he was admitted to the Middlesex Hospital; there was at this time a considerable degree of destruction of the left cheek, pus was being freely formed, and there were some constitutional symptoms. In considWration of the history and the positive Wassermann reaction it was decided to give a further series of injections of novarsenobillon. The first injection of this series was followed by considerable improvement.
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On January 25 a swab was taken from the pus and was reported as giving an almost pure culture of Klebs-Loeffler bacillus. As this finding did not seem to be in complete accord with the clinical signs it was decided to inoculate two guinea-pigs with a pure culture, one animal being protected by serum in the usual manner. Before the report could be received the house physician developed diphtheria, and the patient was then removed to the fever hospital. Nevertheless in spite of this strong presumptive evidence, the animal inoculations and further culture experiments proved that the bacillus belonged to the xerosis type.
This case seems to be of interest because it demonstrates that without elaborate control tests no diagnosis of diphtheria of the skin should be made.. 
